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RESEARCHERS, STUDENTS BURN NIGHT
OIL AT UM BIOLOGICAL STATION

More than 90 of the thousands of visitors to western Montana's beautiful Flathead
Lake this summer work harder than they would had they stayed home.
They are the researchers and students at the University of Montana Biological
Station on Yellow Bay, and do they burn the midnight oil!
Sixty-one of the 90 are students enrolled in the UM summer quarter and the National
Science Foundation Institutes held at the Station.

Those busy students are cramming a

full quarter's worth of studies into a brief eight weeks, according to Dr. Robert S.
Hoffman, UM professor of zoology and acting director of the Station.
Their classes begin at 7:45 a.m. each weekday including Saturdays and often end
after dark.

Studying comes after class--during breathers and lunch hours--or any other

opportunity.
NSF INSTITUTES

The NSF Institutes are for teachers of high school biology

courses, who come from all over the United States.

The Institutes provide an opportunity

for the teachers to earn masters degrees and expand their knowledge through study under
i

some of the nation's most renowned speciaists.
The outstanding features of the Station for the study of biological sciences in
clude varied terrain, plant and animal growth from the prairie to alpine classifications
and numerous nature preserves and wildlife refuges nearby.
These natural environmental factors help make the station one of the best in the
nation, Dr. Hoffmann reported.

They help the Station attract outstanding instructors

and researchers from across the nation.
RESEARCH BENEFITS

Besides providing an exceptional field laboratory for natural

science students at the University and being an integral part of the development of
(more)
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Montana's high school science teachers, the Station is of service to Montana and the
nation as a result of the research conducted there.
One new research endeavor begun at the Station this summer is the geological study
of the bottom of Flathead Lake, being conducted by Dr. Arnold J. Silverman, UM associate
professor of geology.
Another research project under the direction of Dr. Arden R. Gaufin, professor
of zoology at the University of Utah and assistant director of the Station, will establish
a baseline of pollution data for Flathead Lake and the rivers which feed the lake.

This

study will provide the information needed as a base for determining the extent of
future pollution as it occurs.
BIOLOGICAL CONTROL

A visiting researcher, Dr. Ben Foote from Kent State University,

is spending his second summer at the Station studying methods of biological control of
snail fever.
The snail study, begun by Cornell University five years ago, has direct signifi
cance to Montana, in that Schistosomiasis or snail fever sometimes attacks agricultural
animals.

The disease is also the world's number one health problem and is one which

affects the American fighting forces in Viet Nam.
How does so much get done in so little time, an observer might well ask?
response is a quick one--a lot of hard work.

And the

The facilities of the Station play an im

portant hand in getting the work done, as does its smooth-running operation.
The Station's first permanent brick building, built in 1911 for laboratory pur
poses, was torn down last fall to make way for a new laboratory to be constructed after
this summer's session.

Plans for the new lab are being reviewed now by the NSF, which is

supporting its construction with a $115,000 grant to the University.
CROWDED CONDITIONS

The Station contains over 60 individual buildings, but it is

hindered in its work by crowded conditions.
"The Station is simply saturated!"
(more)

Dr. Hoffmann said it operates over capacity:
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Part of the problem will be solved with the construction of the new lab and addi
tional winterized homes for staff and researchers.

It is anticipated the Station will be

operating on a year-round basis within the next couple of years.
Although the new lab will solve some of the teaching and research space problems,
it still leaves significant housing and parking problems.
ADJACENT PARK

Biological Station officials, faced with the lack of space at the

Station, are also in a quandary about nearby Yellow Bay State Park.

The Park is situated

to the east on adjacent land also owned by the University under an 1899 Federal land
grant for biological research.
Since 1941, 15 acres have been used, first by the Montana Highway Department and
now by the Montana Fish and Game Department, as a state park with the provision the land
be returned to reseach when it is needed.
Recognizing the need for public recreation areas on Flathead Lake, the Station is
reluctant to reclaim the land for the use of the very research which may help save the
nation's recreation areas from further pollution.
PARK USERS

Park users are complicating the situation further by straying into the

posted Station grounds, sometimes causing fires or pilfering.

Another concern to officals

i

is that unthinking explorers may wahder into an experiment, bringing harm to themselves
or ruination to costly reseach.
Roy Houberg, caretaker of the Station since 1947, says he gladly gives the time when
ever a visitor asks for a tour, "but it's the ones who sneak in who seem to cause the
trouble."
Travelers interested in the work of the Biological Station, who find themselves
driving along the East Shore of Flathead Lake might like to stop at the Station for a
tour.
Busy researchers, students and caretaker alike willingly take time from their
schedules to show interested persons around. Entrance to the Station is off route 35,
50 feet north of the Yellow Bay State Park entrance, 18 miles north of Poison and 17
miles south of Bigfork.
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